Kids kept

Crime be

Activities program
offers bored kids
way out of trouble
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YOUTH crime in the remote
Aboriginal communities of
Hope Vale and Wujal Wujal
has plummeted by nearly
70 per cent in the past year,
thanks to a program that

keeps the kids busy.
The good news was released
by Cairns police Senior Sergeant

e

Margo Zlotkowski
Indigenous reporter

David Bird to highlight the suc-
cess of “My Way”, a new sports
and activities program introduced
in the two Cape York Peninsula
communities in June last year.
The popular program, which
for the first time is offering about
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70 bored youngsters in each com-
munity daily after-school activi-
ties such as basketball, hockey,
football, discos, movie nights,
arts and craft sessions, computer
games and supervised homework
sessions, was developed by the
Police Citizens Youth Club.
.Y It-was seen as a positive way
to support the new Cape York
it
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community alcohol restrictions.
The first stage was funded with a
federal grant of $132,770.

My Way's Cairns-based
project manager Sen-Sgt Bird
said there had been a noticeable

“drop in petty crime, night-time

wandering and mischief-making
since the program began.
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